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Thousands of blue ribbons were tied on the gate of
Government House in a rally for press freedom in late
February. They symbolised the determination of Hong
Kong citizens to defend the SAR’s tradition of free speech

ONG Kong’s ranking on press freedom

H indexes has plunged in recent years
as editors were sidelined, newspaper
advertisements were pulled, talk show hosts were
sacked and Ming Pao’s former chief editor was

seriously injured in a knife attack. Is local press
freedom being curtailed?

In mid-February, Reporters Without

Borders (R 52%) announced its

annual World Press Freedom Index.

Shortly afterwards, the University of

Hong Kong’s Public Opinion Programme (POP) released its own ratings on
local press freedom.

Shortly after that, the Hong Kong Journalists Association (HKJA, &850
E S staged a “free press, free Hong Kong” rally.

These media-related events that took place within two weeks of each other
carried a grim common message: press freedom in Hong Kong is regressing!

Falling for the fourth year

HONG Kong ranked 61st among 180 regions on the World Press Freedom
Index, falling a further three places from 2013. It was also the fourth straight
year the SAR’s position has dropped.

In 2002, when the index was first introduced, Hong Kong ranked 18th. In

* economic, legal and administrative pressure;
* internet and new media;

* the role of the government in the murdering or imprisonment of, or physical
attacks on, reporters.

No reporters have been killed or imprisoned because of their work in Hong
Kong. Why then has our press freedom rating dropped?

Clearly, it has something to do with factors such as self-censorship as well
as various forms of pressure.
POP: press freedom hits new low

FREEDOM of the press is one of the 10 freedom sub-indicators of the HKU
POP’s social indicators survey.

This year, the score was 6.61, an all-time low since the poll series started in
1997. POP believes the drop is related to recent media-related incidents.

Press freedom threatened?

These incidents include the changing of the chief editor at Ming Pao,
advertisers boycotting newspapers that do not have a pro-establishment stance
and the removal of commentator Lee Wai-ling as host of a Commercial Radio
public affairs programme.

These developments raise the questions:

» why have the controversies continued despite explanation by the
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Rulers want to generate comments and information favourable to
themselves and the conduit for disseminating such messages to the public is
the media.

Therefore, to a greater or lesser extent, those in power invariably want, and
take steps, to control or exert influence over the media.

If they have the media in their pockets, those in ruling positions do not have
to worry about bad things being said about them.

Furthermore, they can employ the media for self-promotion, thus
consolidating power.
Totalitarian regimes control media

IN democratic societies, people strive to ensure that the news media operates
freely so that it can effectively guard the interests of the public.

This is reflected in the World Press Freedom Index: top-ranking countries
are mostly Western democratic ones.

You can find out the lowest-ranking countries at http://en.rsf.org and think
about why they have less press freedom, and what it means for their people. €

The importance functions of press freedom

A unique Hong Kong style

0 Key ideas

Press freedom is essential to a democratic society
as the free flow of information and opinion helps
the people make informed decisions and deters
government abuse of power. But press freedom in
Hong Kong is deteriorating, and several media-related
incidents have driven the people fo the streets to rally
for the protection of this important right.
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X — Did you know?

In 1993, 3 May was proclaimed World Press Freedom
Day by the UN General Assembly. It celebrates the
fundamental principles of press freedom, evaluates
press freedom around the world, defends the media
from aftacks on its independence and pays tribute to
journalists who have lost their lives in the exercise of
their profession.

1. Do you think Hong Kong has a free press by and
large?

2. Has press freedom in Hong Kong deteriorated since
19977 If so, what are the reasons?
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Who limits press freedom?

Hong Kong Today [

. -respect for rule of law
: - civic rights and duties

Press freedom limited by:
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